The Importance of Origins?
IN HIS ESSAY "SCIENCE IN THE ARAB WORLD:
vision of glories beyond" (3 June, p. 1416), W. Maziak states that " [o] ne [of the knowledge shocks that ignited the Renaissance] was delivered by Ibn-Sina (Avicenna, 980 to 1037), whose Kitab Al-Shifa ("The Book of Healing") introduced medieval Europe to the principles of logic and their use to gain knowledge, and placed science and religion on equal terms as sources of knowledge and understanding of the universe." However, Avicenna was not an Arab. He was a Persian scientist who spoke the Persian language as his mother tongue and who wrote in both Persian and in Arabic. Maziak also implies that the well-known Persian scientists and philosophers (Al-) Razi's (Rhazes) (1, 2) and (Al-) Khwarizmi (Kharazmi) (3) in the 9th and 10th centuries were also Arabs. Although the genuinely sincere attempts by Maziak to offset contemporary ignorance of and/or bias against the important role played by Asian and Middle-Eastern scientists is to be commended, his misrepresentation of the history and science does not help.
vision of glories beyond" (3 June, p. 1416), W. Maziak describes the challenges facing the Arab world in their quest to realize scientific prosperity. Maziak makes an error: Razi, Ibn-Sina, and Khwarizmi were Iranian scientists-not Arab scientists. The "Arab-Islamic" label or even "Islamic" label is also misleading because not all of the scientists of the era were even Muslim (1). For example, Khwarizmi was also known as Al-Majusi (the Magus), which suggests that he was Zoroastrian.
One could appropriately argue that ethnicity is unimportant and what matters is the contribution of any scientist to the advancement of knowledge for humankind. However, wouldn't any reader have had a similar reaction while reading an article that described Sir Isaac Newton as a Frenchman and Marie Curie as a Spaniard?
Lumping these scientists into the culturally narrow label of "Arab-Islamic" is historically inaccurate. This label does not recognize the rich diversity of Eastern scholars that contributed to science in an era where science was essentially nonexistent in the Western world and was later invaluable to its Renaissance. When we see what blind politics, business, and ideologies have made of our world today, it becomes clear that cross-national and crosscultural relations between people of science, arts, and reason have become an urgent need to reduce tension, avert conflicts, and lobby for a more humane world. Sacrificing some of our group-pride, no matter along what lines the group is defined, seems to be the price we ought to pay for a more peaceful and prosperScientist and philosopher Ibn-Sina (Avicenna) surrounded by his students.
ous coexistence. Carl Sagan wrote, "Whenever our ethnic or national prejudices are aroused, in times of scarcity, during challenges to national self-esteem or nerve, when we agonize about our diminished cosmic place and purpose, or when fanaticism is bubbling up around usthem, habits of thought familiar from ages past reach for the controls. 
Response WE APPRECIATE KLECK'S THOUGHTFUL LETTER.
It is true that carrying a concealed weapon was the most commonly reported of the behaviors that make up our measure of violent behavior. Nearly 10% of adolescents in our sample reported carrying a concealed weapon in the year prior to their Assessment 3 interview, compared with 4% who reported participating in a gang fight, 2% who reported attacking someone with a weapon, 1% who reported shooting at someone, and less than 1% who reported shooting someone. Contrary to Kleck's conjecture, however, we believe that it is reasonable to include carrying a concealed weapon in our index of serious violent behavior. Weapon carrying is a logical prerequisite to several explicitly violent acts and is indicative of a certain degree of willingness or intent to engage in violence. Moreover, carrying a hidden weapon is strongly associated with all of the other behaviors included in our measure. Compared with those who denied carrying a hidden weapon, subjects who reported doing so were over 23 times as likely to report attacking someone with a weapon, some 27 times as likely to report shooting at someone, and nearly 10 times as likely to report being in a gang fight. Although almost 70% of those who reported carrying a concealed weapon also reported another violent behavior, less than 3% of those who denied carrying a concealed weapon reported other forms of violence.
Furthermore, the relationships we found between exposure to firearm violence and our index of violent behavior are also evident when www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 309 9 SEPTEMBER 2005
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each behavior is analyzed as a separate outcome. We reported in our paper that subjects who reported exposure to firearm violence at Assessment 2 were over three times as likely to report some form of violent behavior at Assessment 3 [odds ratio (OR) = 3.71, χ 2 = 41.99, P < 0.001]. Breaking this down by behavior, exposed subjects were more likely than unexposed subjects to report carrying a concealed weapon (OR = 3.47, χ 2 = 31.36, P < 0.001), being in a gang fight (OR = 3.74, χ 2 = 16.73, P < 0.001), attacking someone with a weapon (OR = 9.77, χ 2 = 21.62, P < 0.001), or shooting at someone (OR = 11.40, χ 2 = 13.18, P < 0.001). Within the analytic propensity strata, those who were exposed to firearm violence were approximately twice as likely to report some form of violent behavior (OR = 2.43, χ 2 = 11.76, P = 0.001) and were also more likely to report carrying a concealed weapon (OR = 2.34, χ 2 = 9.00, P = 0.003), shooting at someone (OR = 2.78, χ 2 = 1.62, P = 0.204), being in a gang fight (OR = 3.27, χ 2 = 7.95, P = 0.005), and attacking someone with a weapon (OR = 8.10, χ 2 = 9.06, P = 0.003). These unadjusted and propensity-stratified analyses show that our original results apply not only to weapon carrying but also to other forms of violent behavior.
As Kleck suggests, some of the violent behaviors reported by participants in our study may have been motivated in part by self-defense. Yet motivations can be complex, and people often delude themselves and others about the reasons for their actions. Ours is a study of behavior, and our data on adolescents living in Chicago in the late 1990s strongly support the conclusion that exposure to firearm violence increases the likelihood of violent behavior.
www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 309 9 SEPTEMBER 2005 "[T]he very presence of a weapon provokes a man to use it" (2). It appears as though the mind files away any "useful" information (device or action), and recalls its "usefulness" at appropriate times. Science announces a new online life science product information system, GetInfo, powered by LabVelocity
